Limited hepatic resection by laparoscopy-assisted mini-laparotomy for the treatment of hepatocellular carcinoma in cirrhotic patients.
Surgical resection is standard treatment for hepatocellular carcinoma but is often not possible in the presence of cirrhosis or poor liver function. We present a method of performing limited hepatectomy in patients with hepatocellular carcinoma and cirrhosis. We call this method laparoscopy-assisted mini-laparotomy (LAML). The site of the tumor is localized by ultrasound through a laparoscope, and a small skin incision is made over that site to facilitate removal of the portion of liver containing the tumor. Eleven patients underwent limited hepatic resection by LAML. The tumors were on the margin of the liver. There was no hospital mortality or serious complications. The average length of hospital stay was 6.4 days. LAML can be safely performed for hepatocellular carcinoma in cirrhotic patients. It decreases operating time, length of hospital stay, and blood loss.